[Insert Date]										 
 The Honorable Dr. Darshana R. Patel
 Chair, Assembly Committee on Education
 1020 N Street, #159
 Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: SB 1067 (Weber Pierson) - SUPPORT
Dear Chair Patel:
I am writing in strong support of SB 1067 (Weber Pierson), which requires K-2 universal screening for math difficulties and evidence-based interventions for students needing additional support. Math proficiency is foundational to success in school, career, and adult life, yet far too many California students are falling behind. Last year, just 37% of California students met the state’s math standards, with even more alarming results for low-income students (26%), Black students (20%), and Latino students (26%). By identifying students with math difficulties early and ensuring they receive timely and effective support, SB 1067 would take an important first step toward helping more students succeed.
California’s math achievement crisis begins in the early grades. Many children—especially those from under-resourced communities—start kindergarten with less exposure to early math experiences, like counting, stacking blocks, and playing board games. Because math learning is cumulative, students who miss these early exposures often fall further behind unless they receive targeted support.
The consequences for our students are significant. Research shows that students who struggle with math in the early grades are far more likely to continue to struggle throughout school. In turn, they are less likely to access higher-level coursework, college opportunities, and career pathways that increasingly require quantitative skills. Early math difficulties can have lasting effects on academic achievement, economic mobility, and life outcomes.
SB 1067 offers a common-sense, research-based response. By establishing universal early math screening and support in kindergarten through grade 2, the bill would help schools identify students earlier—when intervention can change students’ learning trajectories. California has already adopted universal screening for risk of reading difficulties in the early grades. Applying a comparable approach to math is a logical and necessary next step. At least 20 states have already incorporated early math screening and support into broader math improvement efforts. California must not fall further behind.
For these reasons, I respectfully urge the Legislature to pass SB 1067.
Sincerely,
NAME, TITLE
ORGANIZATION
Cc: The Honorable Dr. Akilah Weber Pierson, California State Senator, 39th District
       The Honorable Members of the Assembly Committee on Education
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